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Today my workday was all about processing cancelling school visits because of the Corona Virus; 
the teachers and tour operators apologising for cancelling their visit to us. As I said, there is 
absolutely no need to apologise for making a sensible decision for the health and well-being of your 
students!  
 
As you can’t get here to see us for a while, I have put together a little collection of resources for 
teachers to help bring Canberra to the classroom. 
 

 
Beautiful photograph of Canberra from the National Arboretum by Grant O’Loughlan, 

discovered on Visit Canberra’s Twitter Feed. 
 
Federation, our Constitution and the history of the Federal Government of the 
Commonwealth of Australia 
 
The first port of call for all things Constitution is the marvellous website curated by the Museum of 
Australian Democracy and the National Archives of Australia – Documenting a Democracy. 
Download your own copy of the 1900 assent copy of the Constitution – click on the ACT for all 
acts relating to the Commonwealth. Number 1 is, of course, the Constitution. 
 
The National Archives of Australia is updating their website, so unfortunately all their fabulous 
resources have gone, but you can find useful documents relating to Federation and the 
Constitution’s development via their online classroom, VRROOM. The paper I wrote for Ethos 
magazine, volume 26, no. 1, 2018, will help you navigate VRROOM successfully. 
 



I have to put in a plug for my post last 9 July 2019, aka Constitution Day, about the creation of our 
Constitution. Via my favourite anecdotes of the ten-year journey of our Constitution, I have shared 
links to heaps of primary sources that will aid your creation of a great lesson. 
 
The Parliamentary Education Office have fabulous resources available to help you teach Federation, 
the Constitution and our Federal Parliament. Look at these treasures; Civics Teachers – bookmark 
this page! I have “tested” the ‘Create a New Federation’ resources on myself, you know, for fun, 
and there are some great activities. 
 

 
 
And if you haven’t already purchased your own Pocket Constitution or Get Parliament: How Your 
Federal Parliament Works booklets – each only $2 including postage! – do that first of all. Add 
some free educational posters and teaching resources to your order too. 
 

   
Visit the PEO Shop to order your Pocket Constitution and other great, and free, 

classroom resources to create exciting Civics and Citizenship lessons. 
 

 



The National Library of Australia’s Digital Classroom has great resources. And if you wanted to 
delve into the catalogue for primary sources in the form of photographs and audio visuals, but feel a 
little apprehensive, my blog posts for the NLA on finding primary sources and secondary sources 
will turn you into an expert NLA catalogue navigator in no time! 
 
And last, but certainly not least, is the Museum of Australian Democracy at the wonderful building 
that is our Old Parliament House. Great learning resources for teachers and students here – 
moadoph.gov.au/learning/classroom-resources/ – and teachers, sign up for the Teacher Newsletter. 
MoAD even offer Digital Excursions in real time, so if you can’t come to Canberra, they can bring 
a little of Canberra to you. You must check out the MoAD blog, because the wonderful stories you 
will discover help add colour and humour to your lessons. And meet our Prime Ministers via their 
page filled with stories and primary sources for all 30 of the chaps and Julia, who have lead our 
Federal Parliament since the first sitting on 9 May 1901. 
 

 
The treats awaiting you on the MoAD Prime Ministers page – primeministers.moadoph.gov.au. 

 
Canberra: The Creation of a Federal Capital 
 
The following cultural institutions and online resources, including my blog J, will help you put 
together the story of the creation of the Commonwealth of Australia’s Federal Capital City, 
Canberra; which celebrated its naming day on 12 March. On that topic, check out my post on the 
NLA blog on Canberra Day and about the naming of Canberra via my blog. Those posts will link 
you to resources about the search and design for the Federal Capital site. 
 



In 1911, the Australian government launched an international design competition for our new 
Federal Capital City. The National Archives of Australia has digitised images of the winning 
designs in series A710 to illustrate the story. Find these via Record Search – Advanced Search – 
Series – A710. This will lead you to 60 drawings. You will want to focus on the following entries: 
 

1. Winner – Walter Burley Griffin, design 29 
2. 2nd Place – Eliel Saarinen, design 18 
3. 3rd Place – Donat Alfred Agache, design 4 

 
Don’t forget to let your students know that the winner was Walter and his wife, Marion Mahony 
Griffin. You can guess why Walter and Marion left her name off the entry form; concern that the 
judges would not look favourably on a design co-created by a woman. 
 
The competition guidelines, including prize money for the winners, can be found on the NAA 
website too. Do a barcode search for #139722 via Record Search to download the complete PDF 
version of the original document. It is also downloadable via the NLA website. 
 

 
Information for competitors entering the international design competition for 

Australia’s new Federal Capital City, NLA 440112. 
 
You will find other great curriculum-linked resources via the other National cultural institutions to 
help you bring Canberra to the classroom. You will also find links to other places I haven’t 
mentioned via the National Capital Education Tourism Project site and Book Canberra Excursions 
(BCE). If you aren’t already registered on the BCE, it is free! 
 

• National Museum of Australia – Learn 
• National Capital Authority 

o Education Resources 
o Downloadable Attractions & Walking Tours Guides 

• Australian War Memorial – Learning 
• Australian Constitution Centre at the High Court of Australia – ACC Learn 



• Canberra Museum and Art Gallery – Education Kits 
 
I cannot conclude this post without referring you to the wonderful YouTube channel of the National 
Film and Sound Archive – youtube.com/user/FILMAUSTRALIA. Wonderful films to introduce our 
Commonwealth history. 
 

• 12 March 1913: Naming of Canberra ceremony 
• 9 May 1927: Opening of Parliament House, Canberra 
• 1945: Commonwealth Government film about the importance of a Canberra 
• 1964: The History and Creation of Lake Burley Griffin 

 
I know this is rather long, but hopefully it will help you create some “compensatory” learning 
experiences in the classroom. I am happy to answer questions via the comments section, or feel free 
to find me on Twitter – @lke73_historian. 
 
Stay safe and we hope to see you all in Canberra when this horribleness is over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


